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American Society of Forensic Odontology
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Background

In this section, applicants should discuss the background and relevance of the proposed project. There should be a statement of the problem or question that the research is to address. Include discussion of prior work by other authors. This section forms the basis for the next section which is the proposed hypothesis. Any technical concepts should be explained in simple terms so that the reviewers may understand the direction of the proposed research.

Hypothesis

The hypothesis is a statement of the question that the research is designed to prove or disprove.

Materials and Methods

List materials to be used including consumables, hardware and software. The numbers of samples or patients should be described with a rationale as to why that number of samples has been determined. Describe the analytical methods to be used on the samples and on the resulting data, including statistical treatments if necessary. This section is essentially a study plan, outlining in detail how the research is to be accomplished. Preliminary data showing examples of how the research results may appear can be included. The facilities or laboratories in which the research will be completed should be briefly described.

Timeline for Completion

If possible, a detailed timeline should be outlined, showing the period over which the research will be accomplished. Be aware of the Committee timeline requirements. Also, plans for presenting or publishing the data should be stated.

References
A bibliographic reference list helps to indicate the research area and demonstrate the authors’ knowledge of the principal works that have been published.

 Budget
A detailed budget should be prepared, along with the exact amount to be requested under the Research Grant program, following the example below:

Consumables


Toothpaste, 50 tubes @ $2.00 each


$100

Small Equipment


Caries Detection Instrument, 1each


$1,000

Technical Advice


Biostatistician, 4 hrs @ $50/hr


$200

Total requested funds





$1,300

Investigator Information

Name and address of the investigators and their affiliations.

Telephone, fax and email address of principal investigator.

